Paradise, the Holy City

by Rev. Elwood Scottabridged Edition

Near the turn of the 20th century, God gave Seneca Sodi the glori

‘experience of spending forty days in Heav@ihis book will challenge

your life and give ya hope and encouragement to set aside &
= hindrances and press on into the glory of God.

-—-'T";

".IAS he relates his experiences to Elwood Scott, you will feel as thou
., you are right with him, seeing the many different scenes of the Celes
~ Kingdom, escorted by iKg David. You will wonder at the glory and
e ﬂl-,immensity of what God has prepared for us.

e Your heart will he stirred at the description of the Holy Convocatio
around the Throne as Jesus speaks antie®d message of preparation for His
coming. Your mind aml heart will be enlarged as you look into a world beyond the veil at
knowing that it will be worth it all!

0 The Publishers

FOREWORD

"I go to prepare a place for y8John 14:9

The most positive words about the eternal abode of the saints are found in these words
Saviour. He made heaven very real to \Without Jesus, we would not know very much of what heave
really is like, He opened the door to the "land tisefairer than day" and let us have a peek intdi.
was our greatest Authority because & had come from heaven and had complete understandir
knowledge of the celestial land.

In this last while many of us have suffered the loss of our dear lowesl W/e have missed them deeply
and often longed to see them again and share ourjegsthwith them. When we realize they are no
more with us here, in the physical form, it gives us much inward paithis last while the Lord has

called many of Highoice saints home to be with Him.

The only thing that can comfort our grief at the loss which we have suffered is the knowledge that
are with the Lord in the home which He has prepared for tHEBmey are now waiting for us to come
and join them ther. | personally believe that many more of His righteous ones will soon be cal
home. My own brother, Jamie, was called home very suddenly just a few monthg hgdknowledge
that He is with the Lord is my only comfort when | bid my father gbpe athis deathbed it was a deep
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grief to me because | know He loved me very deafly.he was passing from this world to the next, m
mother, my husband Jim and | sang the son of heaven toWinsang while the angels dipped down
low and carried him awayit o A b r a h alnéssn Germany when my father was sit¢ldid not
know if | would be able to see him before the Lord took himuas having a terrible struggle in letting
him go. One day the Lord made heaven so real to me that | was abledserely fatherl began to
write him a "gooebye" letter. Suddenly, the anointing came upon me and the prose tuned into a pc
form of writing. | want to share this with youf you have suffered the loss of a loved one, | pray that
will give you comfort.

If you should leave this house of clay

Ere I return to bid farewell,

Then d dadonmy father ddar,

Youbre going just ahead.

We are coming close behind
Mother, brothers, Jim and |

And we will meet again, dear dad,
Upon the other side.

Youol! | hug and kiss me with
Like you have always done.

And I 6l forget each |l onely
My weary feet have run.

You know, | envy you a bit

Because youo6ll see HIM first
The One who loved and lived and died

And took on Him our curse.

|l 6ve Il onged to see Him for s
| know I still must wait.

So tell Him that | love Him, dad,

When you step bade the gate.

And so, | bid you here goellye,
"Auf Wiedersehen" dear dad.
Remember, your girl loves you still
And will really miss her dad!

---- Gwen R. Shaw



HEAVEN

| looked past the curtain of time,

And saw up the beautiful stairs

Ten thousand brighangels in glory

All dressed in white raiment so fair.

"The battle is over," | heard them,

Their voices rang out
With palm leaves they shouted "Hosanna,"
His glory forever well share.

Our troubles and toiling is over,

The tempter is under oteet

Heb6s cast down in dar
While we walk the beautiful streets.

The flowers will bloom on forever,

The leaves of the trees evergreen.

No night will come to our city,

For i1itd6s |lightened by
As we stroll through the garder heaven

And smell the lilies so sweet,

We 6 | | clasp the hands
As He says, "May your joy be complete.”

As He shows us each one to our mansions
And we move in forever to stay,

The children will play by the fountain,

Our treasures will neer decay.

Wedll visit each ot he
So often 101l knock o
We can sit on the porch of your mansion
And | ook out oder the
We can talk of Godos
For time up there will never end.

Wedl |l allnteavene pl enty
I 61 | be just as rich
The ole ship of Zion is anchored,
Theyore stepping out
"The journey is ended," they shouted,
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"We O | never sai l seas

The gates swing open so gently
As all of Godds chil d
At last we hear Jesus say softly,
"l came here to fix this for you."

-Author Unknown
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INTRODUCTION

For many months past | have had frequent visits from a very peculiar viditbhough his visits have
been surprises to me, yet they have been mosbwmelindeed.

At first | was startled and greatly surprised when a man with silken beard and flowing garments
into my study entirely uninvited and without apology.

At first his visits were brief, then longet. f I went for an dsvoewonds @
would frequently drop into my company, and seemed delighted to walk with so®n found he could
speak different languages with perfect ease and that his nationality was different from my own.

He seemed of superior ability and his irgetual powers were in ability far beyond my own.short, he
was a very uncommon person.

| have had a custom for many years past of rising early in the morning and taking a drive for an he
two before breakfastiNot infrequently | have overtaken aeamwho asked me for a ride; but on a numbe
of occasions after | had welcomed the journeyman to my side, | found -ialippy the side of the man
in the chario® he was my silken bearded friend.

Frequently after an houwv@asniscsbtnvyemnsnatmyomprlees e\
notice; and | have often looked in all directions, but in vain to see the course of his departure.

| have been entranced and lost in wonder and admiration at the trend of his conversation, and the
of his revelations. My soul loved him exceedingly and was grieved at his departbioenetimes, after
the family had retired, he would steal into my room while busy at my studies and remain until afte
midnight hour.

Among his earlier visits, one evening h&ed me if | could still write shorthand.
"Indeed,"” | said, "with as much ease as in earlier days."

"I have been looking for you for some time," he replied, "and if you consent to serve the purpos
which | have sought vy oablessihguponyou.”" conf er a f av

| gave him all the assurance | could of obedience to any reasonable request he midtd dsbn
lovingly replied:

"You shall then write a message for me to the people.”

After the arrangements were all completed for its final disipos he appointed an evening for a visit
similar to those we had enjoyed so much when he took me by surfodeom time to time we met and
the results were the following pages which will explain this introduction.

| am glad | consented to write farm. It has been with continual wonder, surprise, and admiration, a
has also been a great blessing to me personally.



During one of his earlier visits he explained that he was the same man | had met some years bef
the mountain slopes of the Cades.| remembered him quite well, for | had spent a day and a night
his cheerful home, and under his holy influentks name was Seneca Sodi, a Greek of Jewish desce
a fine scholar, a firm believer in Christianity, and a thorough student oflhles B

But he seemed so changed now, and his face glowed with such a halo of light that | did not recc
him atfirst and was inclined to doubt his story and to let it all pass as a clever trick, that | could
explain, that was being practiced upon. n¥et | could see a great similarity in the appearance of th
man and my long bearded friend of the Cascades.

| said to him: "How can this be?" He quickly replied, in the twinkling of an eye, "Only an earlier shec
the great resurrection harvest,"

"Oh, my God!" | said, "is it true that there is a man who has already experienced the great resurrec
the just, which is to occur at the last day?"

| thought then of the translation of Enoch, and of the chariot which swept Elijah into the heaven
Moses, who twice fasted forty days and was alone with God upon the Mount of Vision until he
caught a radiance of the eternal glory.

| thought of Paul who had been caught up into the third heaven and heard words of the everl
kingdom. | thought aga n o f the many bodies of the sai |
resurrection; who went about Jerusalem showing themselves alive from the dead.

So | reasoned within myself, saying, may not great events occur in these last days of G
grace? Why should not Seneca Sodi, one of the descendants of the ancient Israel of God, in the:
days receive great revelations from the Almighty and an earlier resurrection than the rest of the
harvest?But | must leave him to tell his own story.

---Elwood Scott

CHAPTER ONE
Senec aFirSt¥isiti 6 s

It was thefirst day of June and the sun had s€&he toil of the day was ovel.had my

studio thoroughly lighted and In the cleanest and best condition | could makeakd.
provided pencils, papepens and ink, and was nervously waiting for my silken bearded
friend. | felt a keen sense of uneasiness, not knowing the full nature of his mission or w
all it might embrace.l knelt and most solemnly prayed that the Almighty Father might be
my helgr, for my visitor had impressed me with a sense of awe, and that | was quite
insignificant in his presenc@&he door at last opened and Seneca Sodi canz in
wonderful halo of light about his head and face.

| arose to greet him and with a pleasant "gaening" he apparently gripped my hand.
OMy son," he said, "1 greet you in the
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When he had taken a seat, he said: "DO you remember my humble home at the foothil
the Cascades?"

“Indeed | do, and the long ramble among the hills njeyeed together that day) and of the
sleepless hours until after midnight and of my promise to endeavor to see you again in
little earthly mansion of bliss."

"l could not wait for your return," said Seneca "Strange experiences were awaitinig me.
hadbeen earnestly hoping that the coming of the Lord was near at hand and was much
prayer. | was strangely impressed with the thought of coming great events, but was not
expecting the great favors which were so soon to be shown tBuhéfind that Gad takes
delight in surprising us with new and great blessings.

The Story Begins

Dinner had just been eaten and | h a My tioaservants] c
Sena and Serva, were busy about the house, when all of a suddenphatastinpet called us all to the
door.

A beautiful chariot of gold and two drivers clothed in white garments were standing v
near. Immediately | seemed to fall into a trance and was lost to earthly things for aTimeeangels
came into the room angrged me to prepare quickly, saying, "For the Lord of the kingdom has neec
thee."

| could easily understand their errand and langudgeas filled with exultant praise in the thought of
immediately going homeResuming consciousness of earthly tlsingquickly arranged with Sena and
Serva, who had only seen glimpses of glory in flashes of bright light, but felt the presence of invi
ones about the room, to guard carefully the body, should | leave it behfodnd myself in a semi
conscious stte, and saw a number of holy beings about my bed, for | felt so weary, | had lain [dow
had momentary thoughts flung across my mind: "Is this really death? really going to say goobye

to worldly things this dayAm | truly in the borderland aéternity? If so, blessed victory!"

| felt, now creeping into my soul, the raptures of eternabjogh, such light and visions of glory which
were granted to me ther8piritual essences and things began to loom up before me with great vividr
to my conprehension.l seemed to be passing out into a large place where a new order of things
existing. With one last effort to see and speak to my servants, | barely could say-bg@dds | saw
their anxious eyes looking into mind. heard some brokesentences and tried to explain, when |
thought they were far out of hearing, and | closed my eyes only to open them in an eternal day.

The next thing | observed was that | was standing in one corner of the room looking with deep in
upon my body, whic was lying in quiet repose upon the bddcannot well describe the strange yet
joyful feelings of my soul on finding myself released from the bodgame forward and stood beside
the bed and with feelings mingled with joy and pity | said to my badfgéel sorry to leave you behind,
but you are still mortal and will be till the resurrection."

| next saw three angels with me who seemed busy with some peculiar embalming process for my
which | did not understandThey spoke to me most pleasanthdasaid: "Be not afraidWe are come as
your escorts to your heavenly home, the light of which shines so brightly upon you now."

6



How quickly I thought of that scriptureThe angels are all ministering spirits sent forth to minister fc
them who shall béeirs of salvation!(Hebrews 1:1%1 soon came to realize that physical eyes cann
see spiritual beings nor comprehend their movements except by some mirac@ouhiinn; but that
spirits can comprehend both matter and spirit.

| found that my vision was greatly improved since being freed from the mortaldadyr did | regret
now | was releasedipr everythingseemed to shine with a luster and glow with a brnighs | had never
known before; and what seemed more remarkable still, was that the sunlight did not aid me in any
to comprehend things about me, for | knew that at night when all the world were asleep and that
entirely dark to outward human &g, yet to me everything shone with a splendor more grand than
brightest noonday earth ever afforded.

Again and again the scripture came to mé&esd the darkness hideth not from thee, but the night shine
as the day.The darkness and the light aretlbalike unto theé&,(Psalm 139:1Pand again, there shall
be no night theré (Revelation 21:2b

| saw distinctly a number of angels about the room, each of which was covered with robes of pur
heavenly light, so gladdening to my soliwondered why | could not have discerned them before, eve
while in the body.The scriptue came to me where the prophet said, "The angel of the Lord encamj
round about them that fear him and delivereth theRsalm 34:y

From this time | began to feel drange upward bounding tendencily spirit felt a mighty pull
heavenward as though elastic cords were fastened to all parts of my soul, with the other end re,
into the skies.

Sena and Serva sat weeping by the bedsld&ied to speak to them, butogld not arrest their
attention. | walked near to them and laid my hand upon their heads, but still they did not comprel
me. They only seemed to weep more bitterly for there seemed to be a soul Tdwehagain their tears
would dry and they wouldcsin the room as though some voice had been heard, and | felt sure
realized something of my presence without comprehending the truth as to how it was.

The angels now began to sing and oh such sweet music | never heard while in thé&/hedythey had
finished the anthem, they said, "Will you now follow us?" When we had stepped outside, | saw
chariot which seemed to be made of light.was standing still at the threshold. understood its
meaning and the special errand of the angels, and | lotayegpring within, as | fairly shouted
"Hallelujah," which | ant sure the angels heard, for they quickly said, "Glory to God in the highest."

| tried to say goodbye to my sleeping body, the old home and my two servants when the angels has
me to a sdawith them in a chariotThey again assured me of a safe journey homeward. moment
more the chariot began to rise with a swift and noiseless motion, and to me with an unknown spe¢
were going on our flight toward the eternal mansions.
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CHAPTER TWO
FirstVisit © Continued

No sooner had | taken my seat in the chariot than | found | could converse with the angels with p
freedom. There seemed to be a kind of comprehension of ideas without the effort of words; and ye
spoke as spirits spkeal have often heard words spoken while in the body which were wholly in the «
of the soul, and yet most distinctly understood when there was no audible voice whatieesame as
atStt Paul 0s conversion: he hear dscioasnessonhile géhosed who
journeyed with him saw no man from whom the voice came.

| now asked, "Are you really and truly angels of God, about whom we have read and sung and he
much while in the world?"

"Truly we are," they replied, "but of our birfou know nothing, for in fact we were not born but create
not in the earth but in celestial regiond/e have learned our lessons in the past eternities in the prese
of God; but we are glad to be your servants and helpers now, and this has beladl servwce ever
since man was created upon the earth, but we can tell you more about ourselves at another time."

| replied, "We have been strangers until this time, but you make me feel great confidence in your &
to safely guide the chariot.havebeen looking for this time for many years, but did not know it was ¢
near."

"Oh," said the charioteer, "you need have no fears, | will conduct you safely to your eternal home."

"l looked out of the chariot again and saw we were passing with indescrdpegald. The earth with its
cities, towns and mountains were vanishing like a spector in the distdfeesoon seemed to have the
moon under feet as we mounted the pillars of the heawateshad much conversation on the way.
found the angels most tesidand lovely beings, so full of instruction and helpfulness; my soul lov
them exceedinglyl felt as though | was acquainted with the heavenly kingdom, for the angels had
me so much.As | would look abroad from the chariot window, the stars cbeldeen everywhere just
as | had always seen them from the earth; | knew then we hgdmeteyond the regions of the solar
system, so | asked the angel: "Where is heaven?"

"Oh," said he, "it is not far awayThe earth is thérst habitation of man,ra&d while he is of the earth he
is earthly in his natureHeaven is the future and everlasting habitation of all those who have prep:
themselves for it.You will soon find that my words are true that heaven is not far aWay.u r F a
love and cardnave provided both these worlds for yodour heavenly home is your real hom&he

earth was only your birthplace, the place of your beginniBgt when God gave you eternal life He
connected you with all heavenly realms, for He gave you His life whashalways been'Look and

see," said he, for | was in the deepest consideration of these things for they meant so much to me r

| looked abroad; we were just entering a region of bright clouds something like a glorious, glow
earthly sunset, onlyaf superior.The time had been very brief indeed, but we were actually slowing
in the great suburbs of the eternal kingdom.



"Listen a moment," | said to the angel, "what music do | hésifreal or am | in imagination?"

"It is the song of the redeed in heaven you heaAll the heavenly kingdom is full of music without a
discord."

No sweeter music ever fell on my eafsvas perfectly enraptured with delight.
"Are we near the gates of the city?"

"Very near to the portals of paradise," he said.this the angels bowed their heads and covered the
faces with their hands, while | fell flat on my face in the charitiliness reigned in our souls, but deer
emotions began to heave in my breaktielt | must break the silence by shouting the geai of
God. The angels now began to sing with a sweet voice, "Holy, holy, Lord God Almighist and true
are all thy ways, thou King of Saints."

| sprang to my feet and for a moment seemed perfectly bewildered with what met my gaze in
direction. The light was so transparent and far exceeding the most perfect day earth
afforded. Clusters of heavenly flowers were growing everywhéseoves of beautiful trees loaded with
fruit, along with magnificent flowering shrubs beautiful beyond desonpimet my eye in all
directions. Roadways like winding streets arranged with exquisite taste and beauty, were penetr
this pleasure ground of glontovely souls were coming and going, passing anrgassing each other
with the salutations and coasdies that heaven only knows.

The chariot was now slowing its speed and such raptures of glory which filled my soul, | cannot des
them! | was simply lost in wonder, while | kept saying, "Surely | am at home at last." The cha
seemed trembling asthing of life and finally halted beside a beautiful grove of fruit laden tréés
doors were opened and the angels steppedldairly sprang with one leap to the solid foundations o
the heavenly kingdomFor a moment | stood perfectly entranced gaw so many happy souls clothec
in white garments of lovely patterns, and all with such bright and happy faces beaming with pe
contentment and satisfaction.

| could contain my feelings no longer.fell on my face again beside the angel, withddhanksgiving
to God; and was in the act of worshipping the angel for his great care of and kindness toward me,
he said, "Worship God only, | am also a fellow servant of his and this is my joyous service." At the
beckoned to onrearby He cameand was introduced as one of the elders of heaven, who gave me
a cordial welcome that my soul loved him intensely at once.

The angel now said, "l leave you in his care, but may see you again shortly."

| put out my hand toward him saying, "I am soroy dee you go, you have been such a friend f
me. What can | do for your great kindness to me?"

"Oh, you can soon help others," said the an@s.waving with his hand, and with a lovely smile, he
said "Goodbye," and his chariot was gone.



The elder now &d: "Well, my son, you are now at homall that you see and infinitely more is the
provision of your heavenl yThikatthe bardériand,Imy goa, ofatre
heavenly domainYour sacrifices on earth were little when comparegour great gains here."

"Oh yes, and they were really nothing," | saithere comes to my memory a sweet passage of scriptt
which | never fully comprehend until nowi=6r our light affliction, which is but for a moment worketh
out for us a far morexeeeding and eternal weight of gldry2 Corinthians 4:1)y

"Sure enough," said the eldetYou have only begun to comprehend the glory; the weight of it ydu w
yet feel."

"The grandeur and beauty of everything excels my highest expect&ii@anything seems so reaDo
tell me if | only fancy or am | in a dream, or is it really true that | am in heaven?"

"Oh," the elder replied, "it is a common thing for owhen they reach the heavenly world to seer
bewildered wherifirst ushered into the presence of angels and the spirits of just men made perfect
the glory of this kingdom.t does, indeed, exceed the most sanguine expectdtionmy son, you are
not in a vision, you are really her&our body indeed is left behind you, and you will find that you hav
many things to learn ere you reach the throne in the Holy &ttt be content, for | see you have
thoroughly washed your robes and made them wingeyeu left your earthly habitation." "Be perfectly
free," said the elder, "in asking any questions you may like; for the knowledge of this world is acq
by investigation and inquiry as was our earthly knowledgeery desire you have will be fully meAll
your cravings, desires and longings after the knowledge of your everlasting habitation have beer
provided forhereYour heavenly Fatheros will wildl be
are yours to enjoy foreveif you have made good use of your opportunities in your past life you ha
much treasure laid up in the city of which our Lord spoke while on earth and of which you will kr
more later on."

"l see," said the elder, "that yonder is another soul just broughtdesth to paradise whom | must go
and welcome." So saying, he went toward the chariot and there stepped out a lovely looking man, |
clothed in a robe of the purest whit&he elder beckoned me to himks | came near and heard this
conversation | fond he was from the opposite side of the earth from which | had célaespoke a
different language from my own and yet | understood him walla moment he lifted up his hands and
clasping them together he said, "Oh, bless God forever," at which wéebaih our faces with adoring
praise to our Almighty FatheMVe continued long for our souls were overcome with the raptures of tl
place.

When we arose, another saint, apparently of ancient times, came to him, and said, "Let me assist
the waysof the kingdom." | heard him ask after his nankte answered: "I am Bohemond of northern
Russia.Only a few hours ago | kissed my wife and children gbge and embarked on a vessel on th
White Sea at Oneida bound for the North Capenly remember tht the vessel was sinking and we
were many fathoms below the surfac@h , do tell me , i's this hea\
home, when he is far away?"

"My son," said this venerable father, "You have safely landed, not at the North Capeh@bottom of
the White Sea, but in your eternal homé&ur body no doubt is in the depths of the briny deep; but tt
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angel was with you as the vessel went down and has brought you safelyfberéoody will be cared
for in the resurrection day of rands."

The el der who was with me said, "How rapid
house. This is only one of the many stations located in these distant portions of paradiskese
stations all souls come for their introduction ittt heavenly home."

"How is that, will you explain to me?"

"Surely," he replied, "you will more fully understand as we go forwafdu could not have endured the
glory of the throne, without being prepared foriven now you could not endure the ligto abundant
within the city."

Just at this moment | saw a woman step from a chaibée seemed to be so bewildered that she sa
down as one of the attendants approached $lee. threw up her hands and cried out in amazement, "C
my God! | am not wathy nor fit for this glory. Oh, can | ever be made right with God?" She closed h
eyes almost unconscious with bewilderment and it seemed she could not speak as her attendan
addressed her with most loving wordat last she opened her eyes dadked about in wonder and
amazement exclaiming, "Oh, these white garments, these golden goblets, trees of life and blo
flowers! | am not worthy of themHave | really a right to be here and to all these beautiful trees loac
with such lovely frui? Oh, the mercy of Godl was such a great sinner."

"Yes, indeed," replied her guide, "but your sins have all been forgividre angels make no
mistakes. You have a right to these trees, for they are His on whom you have believed; yea the
yours, br you are His."

At this she arose to her feet and said: "But have | the wedding garmehw@as?earnestly trying when
the chariot came for mel. was in such deep distress and confusion of soul, knowing | had not b
prepared for so great a change.”

"You have been saved, my child." said her attendant, "so as by fire, you were not a faithful serv:
God, you did not build with gold, silver and precious stones, but with wood, hay and stubble, which
been burnt.God cannot reward you largely nowhese infinite blessings spread out before you in a
directions may be obtained by and by, when you are prepared for BBenfaithful to your present
opportunities, for much is before you to be doAelvancements which ought to have been made in tt
world will have to be made here, ere you can go on to the city gates, or see the shining glory ¢
Jasper wall.Come with me and | will assist you in a further knowledge of Christ and His eter
salvation and kingdom."

| now said to the elder by my sd"Will you explain to me her great mistake?"

"Surely,” he replied."She represents a very large class in the world who have not made good us
earthly opportunities, she was never deeply interested in her salvation till near the time of hebdeat
you not see how slim and lean she looks, and how little clothing she has, only algemwrépentance
has been genuine and her faith accepted the promises of eternal life in her Lord, and her forgivene
been completeShe has added but little graged almost no growth to her soubhe feels now, as all
such souls do and must feel, her great I&se has no treasure laid up in heavaradise itself seems
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too good for her; but God in His great mercy will bring her ®hese trees are for hefheir leaves are
full of healing virtue. No one who has not received the gift of eternal life and been born again will €
be carried by the angels to this glorla n y |, al as, perish from the
outstretched arms of love &mmercy, because they will not accept His gracious help; they love |
pleasures of sin more than God or these everlasting joys and pleasures at His right hanc
forevermore."

"Oh, blessed Christ," | cried, "filled with everlasting love and mercy fpipople, that even in the last
moments of life, like the dying thief, may be snatched from the jaws of d&ath!oh, her great loss,
how sad!"

A group of happy souls now came toward d#e elder introduced usiVe were soon acquainted and
conversed wh each other with great freedom, although we had never met bé&itgeseemed perfectly
acquainted in a few moments and the visit was very pleasant in@eedman fairly shouted the praises
of God with loud hallelujahs, saying, "Oh, my God, | blesg them in heaven at last!"

"Now," said Seneca, "I must leave you for the nighbu are weary and tired and must
sleep. | will see you again on the second evening from this," and he vanished from
room | sat musing.Where has he goneWhere doesdstay? What is his foodHas he
now no human association on earti@an he not reveal himself to others as he has t
me? When he comes again | must entertain him and find out, if possible, other secre
his sojourn on earth.

CHAPTER THREE
Second Vsit
Further Introduction Into Paradise

The day with its busy cares was passéde evening was lovely indeethe stars hagust
begun to show their presence in the twilight and | was waiting in my library at t
appointed hour.The door opened and Sara Sodi came inl arose to greet him, and said,
"Good evening," and tried to clasp his hand in mine, but felt no touch of a material paln
mine as | s wusual He r ep | Areybu prepafeadhl taydlhiand
was, but felt a stnage feeling of awe mingled with feaHis spotless purity seemed to
come before me, and my own sinfulness and unworthiness was so apparent; |
summoned all my courage and said, "I am ready for your message." He asked me, "
you faithfully transcribd the previous message?" | told him | had and showed him t
manuscript He hastily looked it over with satisfaction and said, "You may now write," ¢
he proceeded as follows:

It seemed most wonderful to me upon finding that | could converse with peafertaad freedom with

anyone | met, although we had been accustomed to different languages and tongues while on ea
often had to speak through interpreters; but now | found, since | had laid aside the material fc
spiritual, | could easily undetiend the thoughts of anyondés rapidly as he could think | could read his
thoughts. Matters of detailed explanation were not needed or required as | had been accustomed tc
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in the flesh, for if a subject was plain to any one with whom | was cangelis seemed that at once it
was just as clear to my own mind, so | was quite surprised to find how rapidly | could take

knowledge of the spiritual realm, and yet a second surprise constantly met me: that of the great de
divine truth.

For insance, many things | had learned from the Holy Scriptures, while in my flesh, were now ope
with a depth of meaning | had never seen befbi@uld compare it to nothing better than to great laye
after layer and strata upon strata of precious minechl, 1so that the deeper down and the further on or
went, the more precious became the ore and the finer the rhetad to the elder by my side, "How is
this?" He quickly and smilingly replied, "God never gives the best He has to give; you willtBndha

that truth is unfathomable.” | now felt myself like a little fish just launching out from the mouth o
great river into a great and boundless ocean without a shore to be seen or depth that could be sour

My feelings were joyful beyond any powt describe to a mortal man of flesh and blottdseemed
that my entire spirit was in a perfect rapture of delighdasked the elder, who seemed to take delight i
remaining with me, how | was to account for this rapturous joy which was increasingsantly in my
soul, until | felt | would break out into shouting and hallelujakke said, "The spirit of God is the
atmosphere of heaven; His joy becomes ours on a larger scale than what we ever knew while
flesh. The great joy that you feelow is only a little foretaste of what you will feel when you are
ushered into the city and about the throne."

Upon this I quickly remembered the Scripture where the prophet $aithy'presence is fullness of joy;
at thy right hand there are pleasurag¥ermore. (Psalm 16:1}1

A feeling of praise was continually crowding up in my soul for utteranceranted to praise God,
forever giving me an existence, and still mdor my salvation from sin, for changing my heart an
bringing me into this gloryNothing of an earthly character could have induced me to have gone bac
the world. | seemed to laugh at the thoughts of the fear of death, which fear belongs ohf tc
impenitent and the unsaved.

The elder, who seemed perfectly conscious of my desire, said to me, "You need not fear of ¢
utterance to your feeling&r everyonepraises God hereThose praise Him loudest and most who hav:
learned how to praise Hitvest while on earth,”

The elder, whom | found to be Joshua of olden time, and who had been taking such an interest
introduction into the heavenly state, now said, "Let us go to yon cluster of trees and sit do\
moment. | noticed as we approachdéldem that they were growing beside a great river whose watse
were clear as crystal and sparkling with a light of which | had but a faint idea while | was in
flesh. The trees were beautiful beyond anything | had ever sébair form was so symmetat and
lovely, with no dead or withered branchéhe leaves had such an aroma that the fragrance spread ¢
everything and to all parts of the kingdom of God as | was t&deryone was brought under its
influence. | had felt the power of this fragrae long before | knew the source.

The elder now said to me, "Look across to the other side of the river;" where | saw clusters and gro
these trees lining the bank as far as the eye could rédutre | saw multitudes of redeemed soul:
clothed in thegurest white and all of them seemed filled with the same spirit of praise which | had fel
constantly since entering the portals of the kingdom.
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The elder again said to me, "Let us gather some of the fruit of these trees and then we will joir
company yonder." | replied, "I would be quite glad to do so, for | have eaten nothing since leaving
body," and yet | felt no great sense of neddly hunger seemed more like what | had often realize
while in the flesh when | felt a longing to hear a ggodpel sermonMy guide now said, "What kind of
fruit would you prefer?You can have your choice of things here just as you used to in the Earbi.
feel faint or weary from your long abstinence from food, this kind (pointing to a certainspagd and
beautifully colored fruit) is what you need, for the tree has twelve kinds, as you see, upon it." | said
feelings of deepest praise, "Oh, how wonderfully God has provided fowslve kinds of fruit on
each tree, ripening their fruit everyomth, and the leaves never withering/onderful!"

"Here," said he, "pluck from the boughs on this side of the tree and eat." | did so, and much refre
and enlightening grace as they imparted to me, it is beyond the comprehension of mortal manito kr
must be eaten to be understoddhe taste of the fruit was delicious inde€the earth never furnished
anything like unto it for taste, not the orange, peach, nor meéMmm.would the fragrance of the rose
compare with it."When anyone eats of tresrees," said the elder, "he can never die again, grow olc
nor feel weary; death hath no more dominion over h{tme of these trees grew in the Garden o
Eden. After ourfirst parents had sinned against God, they thought to eat of the fruit of;ibalsGod
said, "No," for had they eaten of it they would always have lived in that sinful, dying S flaming
angel was sent to guard it, and so man never eats of it until he has passed the boundaries of his
life."

"Now," said Joshua, &k us cross over." To my great astonishment | found we could walk upon

surface of the water, which seemed like a sea of glass, it was so transparent, and yet it was glidi
rolling along as beautifully as any stream | had ever seen on éaythckly remembered the Word of

God by His prophet: "But there the glorious Lord will be unto us a place of broad rivers and stre
wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass theidshiah(33:2)

As we walked along, | asked him, "How is it that we do not sink in the water?" He ¥aud séem to
have forgotten that you have left your body behind you, and that you are now ready to be clothed
with a far more excellent body than you have ever knoMaur spirit cannot sink in these watergou
will soon find that you can go from place to place at will either in the air or upon the solid foundatior
the celestial country; but let us hastehe said, for | was inclined to linger at every fresh object | can
in contact with, "for | must introduce you to that great company you see yonder."

As we went on, | glanced up and down the river and saw many other spirits, still later arrivals th
passing on toward the gathering legions oflilewd washed Among them was my friend, Bohemond
of Russia, whom | met as he stepped from the chariot only a short time before.

My soul was filled with such an inexpressible sense of praise to God for sheakable gift of eternal
life and for such a rational sense that it was |, myself, who once had lived in a world of sorrow and «
the memory of which, with a conscious freedom from it, now filled my soul indeed with ecstasie
eternal joy.

"Now," sad Seneca, "you are weary and need slekpay Godds good ¢
give you rest." And so saying he vanished.
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CHAPTER FOUR
Third Visit
Introduction to the Saints

On the second evening again | was waiting for him, not knowing certainly, howeatdret
would come at that timeBut | hardly had my studio in shape for such a visitor until he
was by my sideHis garments shone with a peculiar brightness and his face was all aglo
with the lightof heavenl s ai d: 0 Seneca Splanitgmedte mystark ¢
of your body and your foodBoth your hand and the fruit of your basket evaded the grasy
of my hand."

"At another time, my son, | will make it clear to ydre you ready for my message?" "l
am," | replied. He then proceeded dsllows:

By this time we had climbed the eastern bank and were approaching near to a multitude of |
spirits. Many of them turned toward mé he elder now said, "You will feel yourself entirely at home
with them." And after a brief word of introductiphe said, with a pleasant smile, "Gdng, | will see
you again,"” and he was gonAmong the venfirst | met was the spirit of a dear man, an old friend o
mine in Norway, and one whom | had known from his childhdddlad said farewell to him at areign
port nearly four years ago and had not heard a word from him since, till | saw him among
multitude. We were soon face to facéle looked bewildered and in wonddrsaid, "Truly, is this you,
Mr. Hansen, the friend of my youth?" "Oh, indeadd is this the face of Seneca Sodi?" and with that v
clasped each other in our arms as redeemed souls onlyloaas not looking for you now," | said to
him, "you looked so well and strong when | saw you last." "Oh, yes, indeed, but | am herethaémgl nc
could induce me to go back." He asked me, "How long since you came?" | was just proceeding to a
him when another stepped near to us whom | had known so well for many yersvas a noble
Christian woman and a faithful servant of Christ in Hiseyard on earth, who had turned many to the
Lord. | had not heard of her departure from the earth, but here she was with such a halo of light
her head that at once | thought of the words of the Ldrdey that be wise shall shine as the brigh$ne
of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever dri®anil. 12:3

| saw also among the great company the spirit of an infarthaiiad so lately passed awalhe one
having it in charge said its mother had wept and grieved much and many had tried to comfort her «
day of its death, but that her sorrow was too great to receive much consol&dhl thought, "if she
could anly see it now in this glory and with such care she would quickly brush away her tears and re
in the way God has provided for all His children." | at once began to think of many of my friends
dear relatives who had gone on many years beft#here are they now?" | wondere&o | asked one
of the earlier arrivals if he knew the system or order here, in reference to those who had left the
years ago."Oh," said he, "they have gone on to the city itself, of which you see the light yonder in
distance," pointing toward the source of the rivéGhall we not go there soon ourselves?" |
asked."Yes," said he, "as soon as our company is made up, which is now nearly full."

| looked across the river from whence | had just come, and saw quitdlzer gathering about the trees

and could hear them most distinctly shouting, "Bless the Lord, oh my soul!" | saw others gathering

various points all of whom seemed to have escorts or ministering spirits to guide them firstheir
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introduction intothe heavenly countryl thought again of that precious word of Gddarried by angels

i nto AbrahAmbahbdméesmjoy is certai nl yrheolomdestiy c
and reluctantly asked, "Is Abraham anywhere about here?" andedefeor that Scripture just
guoted. "Oh!" they said, "he was just here just a little while before you came, but was suddenly c:
into the city on some important erranidy everyonehere is engaged in a joyous service for ou
Lord. No doubt he will be ére again soon as he or someone of the elders or ancients always gt
these gathering hosts to the gates of the city."

| seemed now to be conscious that we were somewhere near one of the great entrances or gatew
the heavenly world, where all theouls from certain sections of the earth are brought at
welcomed. From the very moment of my departure from the body there was a constant and mi
drawing of my soul upward toward the throne of Gddseemed scarcely possible for me to remai
upon the earth even to take one last look at terrestrial things, for | knew | had passed beyond the lin
time into a boundless eternity, | wondered deeply why | felt that strange feeling and tendency to &
upward, and so | felt a freedom to ask one nearfrhe could give me an explanatiotOh!" said he,
"we all felt just the samelt is the law of spiritual gravitation which draws all beings, which have be
purified and made holy, to this great kingdom where GodNis.doubt you have often felt sotheng of

it while yet in the flesh.Sometimes you inwardly sighed and longed to be freed from your mor
flesh. The drawings of this gravitation were such that during sickness or sore trouble you have oftet
"Oh! that | had the wings of a dovegetinwould | fly away and be at rest." It was that which m@tle
Paul say as you will no doubt remembeit, Were better for me to depart and be with CHrist.
(Philippians 1:23

"Ah, yes," | replied, "I see that now; but it is not the case, | am sure, with all souls when they leav
body without any regard to their moral or spiritual state."

"Oh, no," said my friend, "there are two great centers in the spirituegénse of God.They might be
compared to the two poles of a magnet with which no doubt you were acquainted while in
probationary state, the positive and the negatik.souls are drawn toward one of these two places
according to their respectivenditon. God6s t hrone is the great c
light; toward it, all gracious spirits, who are bleadshed, are drawn from the time they accept Chri
and were born of him, with more or less conscious power according as thisdyieemselves to His
holy will, and were transformed into His blessed image."

"l understand fully what you mean," | replied. knew something of it while in my earthly life and have
often spoken of it to those around me; but will you tell me, in a wmi@e about those who chose a
sinful life in the world?"

"Just the opposite,” he replied, "they are drawn with a mighty force downward toward the pit of et
death, where death shall always reign."

Just at this moment | saw one coming toward me whoetdgnized as my old grandfather, who hac
been gone from the earth for more than thirty ye&ts.was a very faithful servant of God during his
lifetime on earth.He was old and gray when he left us; but here he was in the beauty and vigc
manhood."Oh, Seneca!" he saidy bu are home at last.”
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"Indeed," | said, as | clasped him in my arms, embracing each other with -&idgvearth never
knew. His words of welcome were so heavenlWe both shouted out: "Bless the Lord, oh, my soul"
He asked manyjuestions about relatives and friends; the condition of the church where he use
worship; how long since | left the earth, etc.; but | soon found that his questions were more liki
gueries of one of the elders of heaven when he asked the beloviptedisdatmos: What are these
that are arrayed in white robegthd whence came theyfRevelation 7:18The elder knew better than
John himself.1 soon discoverethis superior knowledge even of terrestrial things which had transpir
long since his day on the earthremembered then, oh how forciblyhat in the blessed book it says
that the angel which talked with John while in Patmos sa@n'thy fellow sevant, and of thy brethren
the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this'b{@&velation 22:91 said to him: "How is

it you know so much about the ths@f the world since you left it?" "Oh!" said he, "we have grec
liberty here in the vast domain of this great kingdom of Almighty Gddny have come since | entered
the portals of heaven whom you know welWe have had many long and precious visitiey have
told me much." "l trust that in due time we can have such a visit," | replied, "for | am so glad to have
you." "Indeed we will," said grandfather, "but yonder comes Abraham and | want you to meet h
"Sure, | shall be gladdened beyond my poto tell you for | have read and heard of him all my li@h,
my soul! So many wonderful favors are shown me."

CHAPTER FIVE
Third Visit - Continued
Senecads Furt her-Abvahaniand Others h t |

Are you sure it was Abraham you saw?4adked my grandfather.Oh, indeed! | know him well."
"Then," | replied, "I shall be quite glad to see him, for as you know, his name was a household
among us on eartiVill you please tell me which he is, for there are so many saints in shinimggisr
coming and goingl was asking about him just before | met ydwsed to wonder very much what kind
of looking man he was, and have often thought | would be delighted to se¢ Ihave greatly admired
his faith that never staggered, and his @tk to go where his eye could not sew precious to us
were the words concerning him!Abraham believed God and it was counted unto him fc
righteousnes$(Romans )

"I do not see him at present," said grandfather, "but he was among that group yonder that is c
along the bank of the riveide has turned his course from us just for a little while, for | see he has g
to welcome a company of new arrivals, wihave just crossed the rivet.see by his movements he
intends to conduct this company to the city, where they will be introduced to the Lord Himself."

"But grandfather, if we go on to the city presently will | see you again?"

"Oh, yes," said be, "I shHabe there quite often and we shall have much opportunity of talking on all p

events, as well as what is before yduhave many things | with to say to yowdfter you have been

recognized by our Lord Jesus and confessed before His Father and tle wogewill then have

abundant liberty to go as you will. have just come from the throne itself and have left many that y«

will recognize when you are ther&.our dear mother, who has been gone from you for more than fif

years,is aware that you v entered the portals of the heavenly kingd@he would have come with
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me at this time for she is very anxious to see you; but she was detained on some very important r
for her Lord. No doubt the will meet you ere you arrive at the city gatejusitnow | must hasten on
for there is an old friend with whom | was a playmate in earth, who has just arkivedvere bound
together like David and Jonathawhen | left the earthly shores, he took it very hard, and now for ma
years he has been vdpnely. He has just been carried by the angels into this our glory and | am go
now to give him my welcome and bring him to this great compdinere is an unusual stir about the
throne today which Abraham can explain when you meet hi®.will introduce himself when he
comes.| hope to return in time to go with you up to the city," and waving his hand he saibgeod

| watched my old grandfather as we used to call him in the eBehwalked off so gracefully or rather
bounding like a young manHe used to be old and decrepit; but now his youth is renewed like 1
eaglesd and every expression of his face was

At this moment | turned around and to my great joy a most lovely person was coming very néesr me
bore marks of great age, and yet &ll that, he had an indescribable youthful appearaHeswas not
like the other spirits that | was accustomed to seeirge elder that first met and he were very much
alike.

"Is this Abraham?" | said.
"It is," he replied.

"In the bosom of Abraharh(Luke 16:23 | said softly, and began to bow myself down before him, for
certain feeling of awe filled my soul.

"Stand up, my son," he said, "we are all brethren haigen he clasped my hand in his and with his
other drew me close to him and gave me his kiss of welcddie.such a freshness of love and joy
which burst upon my soul, so that | fairly shouted, "Hallelujah," and said again, "In the bosor
Abraham!"

"Dost thou remember that Scripture?" be sal/ell, thou wilt realize its meaning more and more; bu
who is this by thy side?"

"Bohemond," | replied, "who also has just come from the world."

He then gave him his cordial welcome and said, "The great joyladdess which you now feel has
been mine during a hundred generations of earthly Li@meday | trust | can introduce you to
Lazar us, of whom it was said by our Lor"tsee 6|
said he, "you have justrared and have much wonder and many questions to ask about this heav
kingdom of our Lord.While we talk for a few moments let us be refreshed with a drink from this crys
river, for it flows from the great palace up at the throvwould you like totaste its waters?"

"Oh, indeed we would, | have sung hymns, and read in the Holy Scriptures concerning this very
where the angel pointed it out to John, who in his vision saw it proceeding out of the throne of Got
the lamb." Revelation 22:}1
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He now proceeded to the brink and with a golden goblet he dipped and filled the cup for me, and ai
for Bohemond, and said: "My sons, drink of this river and ymall siever thirst again, nor be faint, nor
weary for its lack, for its waters shall never fail.”

As | drank from the cup | said, "Oh praise God for such a supptylsweet to the tastdow full of
invigorating power!lt makes me feel the joy and glovinmuth."

"You never can feel old or weary again, after drinking of this living water," said Abraham, "for it is
water of Life. | just now gave a drink to a company of fresh arrivals before coming toQmwlyou not
hear them praising GodThey, wth that great group near them, are now learning to sing together,
which you will join them, the song which we will all sing at the city gate shoBlyme of them have it
quite well now and others knew it when they came, for it is contained in the $toilgtures on
earth. God has revealed the order so that all might be familiar witbatyou remember the song?"

"Please repeat it for me," | said, "that | may know which song you mean."

He replied: "John was caught up in spirit so he heard the sggdinst hi s musi ¢ and
voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia, salvation, and glory, and honor, and power unt
Lord our God: And God from the throne said, Praise our God all ye His servants, and ye that fear
both smdland great.And | heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of m
waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying Alleluia: Let us be glad and rejoice and
honor to Him: for the marriage of théamb is come, and Hisiwf e hat h made
(Revelation 19:1,5,6)7

"Oh, yes," | replied, "I remember that song so well and can join with them singing it now." | s
"Father Abraham, shall we not soon go on to the throhéave such a desire to see my Lord Jesus,
have loved Him these years, and then | have many Loved ones beside that | feel sure are ab
throne."

"Your desires, my son," he replied, "shall be futigt. The patience you have leaned on earth is of gre
servicetoyouheresSo | hope you will feel that restful

“"Oh yes, my whole soul says, 6Thy will be do

"You will soon see the King in His beauty, and probablmnemf those who knew you best, may come
out and meet us on the journey toward the city gates, for they certainly know you aréus¢r@s soon
as our company is full we will be offfwelve legions make the company, and you see they are gathel
from dl directions.

"Cast your eyes down the stream and you can see another company rapidly fillllapl@cross to the
other side and farther up the stream and you see andtherguides who welcome them soon know tc
what company and place each belo®mme have made but little preparation for this glory en they le
the world, and now the light is too great for them; and, as you see, they fall back into the rear and c
themselves among the trees, waiting for a further preparation by an applafatiese wonderful leaves
of the trees.But all these companies you see will soon be gathering about the gates of the city."
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CHAPTER SIX
Third Visitd Continued
Preparations for the City

"Father Abraham, may we ask you a question while we are wagmipdse gathering hosts that make
this company?"

"Certainly," he replied, "use your greatest freedom."

"I have just met my old grandfather, who has been here for more than thirty ybadsa long talk with
him before you cameHe has told me many tigs concerning this eternal world of light; but just as h
was leaving me, to welcome another friend of his, he said there was considerable commotion abc
throne just now.Would you care to explain it to us?"

"Oh, most gladly.Great events are abautoccur of the most interesting character that time and etern
has ever knownOur Lord has recently announced that the time has nearly arrived when He shall |
the mediatorial throne and in company with all the saints and angels, will descémdearth for its
judgment, for the cup of its iniquity is now nearly full."

"“Oh, " I replied, "we have been expe cSomerhagd e@h |
gone so far as to have dates set when He would return.”

"But," said Abraham, tat was their folly.Our Lord had distinctly told them as you will remember in
His word, and we have faithful copies of the Holy Scriptures here in heaven to which we have a
whenever we choose, that no man knoweth the day nor the hour; even tlethegselves did not
know nor even now do they knovMark 13:32 None of us who have been here during great cycles
eternity have known when the time would be and ewew the exact period has not been
announced But notable events are announced at the throne during the great convocation, when mi
of saints and angels are met for the great praise services of which you will know mordlladérus
here, like tlose upon earth, are deeply interested in this great event, which the Father hath kept
secrets of His own counsels."

"The church on earth and in heaven will soon unite in one great jubilee and celebrate the final anc
victories of the cross ofu Lord, at the resurrection of all the saints, from the days of Abel to the enc
the age.The living saints of earth as you know will all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of
eye, and with divine permission and arrangement, we in heaverllngb back to the cradle of our
nativity and say good morning to the church on eafthen the great resurrection shall occihen will
foll ow t he e ar Althoagh weghawe dden hera foiblang dges, yet we have looked w
great interestowards this eventTender memories cluster about the scenes of childhood and early yc
and we feel glad to know we shall soon visit the place of our early experience in the world an
scenes that witnessed our salvation from #ind then we shalteceive the fullness and completion of
our salvation.The redemption of our bodie# very few of us have already had our resurrection as yc
see in my own case."
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